
 
 

 
 
20th December 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As we reach the end of term, I write on behalf of myself and all our staff to thank you for your 
support and to share some of the celebrations from this Autumn. 
 
There have been many events and student successes this term that we are extremely proud of.  
Indeed far too many to give due credit to in this letter.  These will therefore be highlighted in our 
Spring edition of “The Pegasus” publication in which we share highlights of the year so far.   We also 
encourage you to follow our Facebook page to keep abreast of current news and celebrations of the 
fantastic achievements of our students.  
 
Our term commenced with the sad news of the passing of Queen Elizabeth II for which we all joined 
together as one community to pay our respects in a memorial reflection. 
 
We have then found many other opportunities to join together in teams, year groups and as a whole 
school, for, amongst other things, sporting successes, Remembrance and even a trip to Belgium. 
 
The rescheduled Football World Cup brought another opportunity for us to come together as a 
community, this time to celebrate a memorable afternoon - and a win - as we watched the England v 
Iran game in our year groups. It was a wonderful afternoon of Mexican waves, face paints and treats 
interspersed with a resounding celebratory ‘raising the roof’ after each goal! You didn’t need to be a 
football fan to appreciate the importance of coming together in this way, particularly following the 
periods of disruptions to community events caused by the covid restrictions. 
 
In my first term at Wellfield, I have particularly enjoyed meeting students, especially on our ‘Hot 
Chocolate with the Head’ every Friday where I get to hear students views about what they value at 
school and their ideas about how to make the learning experience even more rewarding and 
inspiring. 

   
Similarly, I was privileged to read over 500 letters from students in Years 7, 8, 9 who were invited to 
write ‘a formal letter to the Head’ in their English lessons expressing what they value at Wellfield 
and suggestions about how to improve the school further. Many of the suggestions are already 
being actioned. 

  
Meeting parents at the ‘Headteacher Surgery’ events that I’ve run this term has also provided lot’s 
of valuable feedback and ideas. I wish to take this opportunity to thank the many parents I’ve met 
who share our high expectations for Wellfield School and our students.  Your support has been much 
appreciated.  I look forward to working with you further to continue to provide an inspiring learning 
experience for our children. 
 
You will be aware that, having listened to students and staff, we introduced more reward 
opportunities to the Wellfield behaviour policy so that we could place an increased focus in school 
on praising students, to recognise and celebrate their achievements in and out of the classroom. 
Their Pegasus points are logged on ClassCharts and students can choose from a wide selection of 
goodies at the newly relaunched Reward Store.  The Reward Store is located in our student 
reception in the library and is open during lunchtimes on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. We've 
added many rewards to the rewards store in response to student requests and suggestions.  
 



 
 

 
Advent is a special time at the end of our calendar year during which we spend valued time together 
as a community in a range of joyful and festive events. The fruit of much hard work on the parts of 
both staff and students.  
 
Last Tuesday evening our ever-expanding school Choir and brass band performed ‘Carols by 
Candlelight’ to raise money for Rainbow Trust. It was great to see both the stage full of our students 
and the hall full of family and friends who came enjoy their joyful music. 
 
We finish each term at Wellfield with rewards assemblies in which many students receive subject 
awards, attendance awards and outstanding behaviour awards. I was proud to attend each year 
group’s assembly and present the Headteacher’s award. 
 
We asked students who have made a good start to the year what rewards events they’d like us to 
organise.  As such students have ended the term with an array of activities including visits to the 
Metro Centre, Rainton Ice-skating rink and the cinema, as well as cookie making and arts & crafts. 
 
At this busy time of year, I hope that you and your families are able to experience the joy and 
happiness of the Christmas season.  
 
For families requiring urgent support with Mental Health crisis over the Christmas period, please 
refer to the agencies and contact numbers shared in the attachment to this letter.  For safeguarding 
concerns our Safeguarding Team will be checking the school e-mail throughout the holiday period 
safeguarding@wellfieldschool.net.  
 
We know many families are facing much challenge and encourage you to contact us if you require 
financial support with any purchases towards your child’s education by emailing 
uniform@wellfieldschool.net.   
 
To help those struggling with increased energy costs and the rising cost of living, the Council and its 
partners have created more than 100 Warm Spaces across County Durham.  Warm Spaces are 
somewhere people can go to get warm, stay warm and enjoy a little company. In some you can get 
refreshments and our Warm Spaces network aims to support residents across County Durham this 
winter.  Warm Spaces are free and will let people stay for as long, or for as short a period as 
someone needs (within their opening hours). You can find a local Warm Space at 
www.durhamlocate.org.uk.  
 
We hold every student in our school at the forefront of our thoughts throughout this special time of 
year and look forward to welcoming them back safely into our community in January 2023. 
 
On behalf of all staff at Wellfield, I wish you a happy and peaceful Christmas. 

 
 
               Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
 

Ms. S. Hammond 
Headteacher 
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Mental Health & Emotional Support
for children, young people & families in County Durham

This is a great starting point to help you access support

If Christmas is a hard time for you, it’s important 
to remember that you are not alone.

KOOTH  |  www.kooth.com
Free, safe, anonymous online support for young people aged 11+ 

CAMHS - Single Point of Access  |  03001 2 3 9 2 9 6
Community mental health teams for children (0-18 years)
www.tewv.nhs.uk

Emotional Health & Resilience Team  |  03000 263 532
Emotional health, advice and guidance for 5-19 years

N H S 1 1 1  |  www.nhs.uk
Get medical help near you or advice on your nearest walk-in centres

TEWV Crisis line  |  0800 0 5 1 6 1 7 1  |  www.tewv.nhs.uk
24 hour service for young people experiencing a mental health crisis

Children’s Social Care First Contact
Report a concern about a child’s welfare
www.durham.gov.uk/FirstContact

Rollercoaster Parent Support 
Helping parents to support children (0 – 25 years) with emotional or mental health issues
www.facebook.com/groups/1601632260084760

Childline  |  0800 1111  |  www.childline.org.uk
Confidential telephone counselling service for any child with a problem

Mind  |  0300 123 3393  |  www.mind.org.uk
Provides information and signposting around mental health, including where to get help 
and treatment options.’

Samaritans | 116 123  |  www.samaritans.org
The Samaritans offer a safe space to talk in your own time and way about what is 
important to you
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Young Minds  |  0808 802 5544  |  www.youngminds.org.uk
Helping young people around isolation and gaining support around mental health

The Mix  |  0808 808 4994  |  www.themix.org.uk
Free, confidential support for under 25 via online, social or mobile

PAPYRUS  |  0800 068 4141  |  www.papyrus-uk.org
Confidential support and advice for young people with thoughts of suicide

Shout  |  Text SHOUT to 85258  |  giveusashout.org
Confidential 24/7 crisis text support when you need immediate assistance

BEAT Youthline  |  0808 801 0711  |  www.beateatingdisorders.org.uk
Provides support for children and young people with an eating disorder

Remember your local school and GPs are available to help.

You are not alone, we can get through this together.
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