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Mrs L. Rodham, Headteacher

This is the first newsletter we have produced this year due to the pandemic. Many of the 
events date from January 2020, however I am delighted to share them with you now as 
well as some more up to date news.
 
As you know this year has been like no other and hopefully, with a new vaccine on the horizon 
we will be able to get back to some normality as 2021 progresses. 

Since returning to school in September, I have been very proud and pleased with the attitude 
to learning of our pupils and the way they have accepted the new zoning restrictions and the 
constant sanitising of hands. Although we have had some pupils who have tested positive for 
Covid – 19, as a school we have not been significantly affected like many schools throughout 
the country. 

I have been particularly proud of Year 11 pupils who have returned to school amid the 
uncertainty of GCSE examinations. I have seen a great deal of resilience, hard work and 
determination from the majority of this year group despite the pandemic. Given it is their last 
year at Wellfield and a very important year at that, I just wanted to say a special well done to 
them, your dreams and aspirations can come true. 

I hope you and your families have a happy and safe Christmas, and let us hope 2021 is a much 
better year. 
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We enjoyed a successful start to 2020 for the 
Year 7 and Year 8 netball teams against Dene 
School. Year 7 won 6-0 and Year 8 won 5-4. 
Well done girls, keep up the good work!

Our Year 10 Basketball team won the 
Hartlepool 6th Form College Invitational 
Tournament. The boys beat teams from High 
Tunstall, English Martyrs and Egglescliff in the 
group stage, before playing English Martyrs 
again in the Semi-Final. After a tight game, 
Wellfield won it in the last minute thanks to a 
Jackson Prout slam-dunk and a Derren 
Renshaw 3-point score. Final score 11-9.

Yr 7 and 8 Netball

Yr 10 Basketball Win
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Wellfield Careers Fair
On January 21st we had visitors from all over 
the north east coming into school for 
Wellfield’s biggest careers day yet. 

During the day the visitors interacted with 
every year group to discuss and explore 
their career options for their next steps after 
school.

Visitors included, the Army, Navy, Marines, 
East Durham College, Durham 6th Form, 
New College Durham, Northern College of 

Art, Hartlepool FE, Byron 6th Form, Pro Active 
Training, Middlesbrough College, Durham 
Works, Durham High School for Girls, NCS, 
Learning Curve and Ask Apprenticeships.

The event’s organiser, Mrs Drewett, 
expressed that it was, “A successful day with 
very positive feedback from providers about 
our students and our staff. Walking around 
the corridors hearing the students talking 
about their careers and being excited about 
their futures.”
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Pila Ski Trip 2020
We returned from our fourth trip to the Italian 
Alps on the 9th February. A group of 22 
students and staff successfully completed 
a six day coaching programme, including a 
range of practical tests to assess their 
progress at the end of the week. Students 
skied for five hours each day with support 
from professional BASI Qualified ski 
instructors. In addition to a full skiing 
programme, students also enjoyed an 
extensive programme of evening activities, 
including snow tubing, ten-pin bowling, an 
evening visit to a pizza restaurant and a 
shopping trip in the town of Aosta.

All ski groups made excellent progress during 
the week of skiing. Students received
certificates at the end-of-the-week 
presentation evening. Student achievement 
ranged from Level 2 to Level 4 Awards. 
Everyone agreed they were looking forward 
to further improving their technique. 7
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On Thursday 13th February three students 
from Wellfield attended a Dementia Friendly 
coffee morning to perform instrumental 
pieces.

They were joined by children from Wingate 
Nursery School and Wingate Primary who 
each performed their own choir pieces. 

The attendees enjoyed all performances, and 
it was lovely to meet and talk to residents in 
the community living with Dementia, as-well-
as the people caring for, and supporting them.

The aim of the coffee morning was to support 
the community in working towards making 
Wingate Dementia Friendly.

Students Perform at 
Dementia Coffee Morning
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Fairtrade 
Fortnight 
2020
This February saw Wellfield take 
part in Fairtrade Fortnight again. 

This year’s activities included a 
fresh fruit sale and bake sale 
organised by the MAT students, 
with the money raised going 
towards new books for the school 
library.
 
There was also a staff vs. student 
vs. parent bake sale. The winner 
was one of our own kitchen staff 
members, Laura Holvey, bagging 
the voucher prize.

Staff also took part in the annual 
staff quiz and buffet, with team 
Maths coming out on top as the 
winners. 

Overall it was a successful two 
weeks in raising the awareness and 
importance of buying Fairtrade, and 
the important work of the charity.
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On Monday 10th February over 80 of our Year 
8 pupils attended Newcastle University’s 
‘Investigate Your Future’ workshop.

The one-day event for Year 8 students ‘aims 
to help them with the decisions that they 
will have to make over the next few years, 
with the focus on building decision making, 
research and employability awareness and 
skills’.

In addition to having a tour of the campus, 
students worked in groups to carry out a 
number of tasks that aimed to help them 
discover their key skills, interests and 
motivations.

A number of prizes were given out to teams, 
and one of our own won the ‘Best Teamwork’ 
prize.

All the students agreed that the event was
interesting and enjoyable.

Year 8 Students Investigate Their 
Future at Newcastle University
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Students and teachers celebrated World Book 
Day on March 5th. 

Year 8 pupils were lucky to have an amazing 
talk by British author, Dan Smith. Dan is an 
award winning author of adventure stories for 

young readers, as-well-as thrillers for adults. 
The students enjoyed his talk immensely. 

Meanwhile, our English department dressed 
up as Dickensian book characters; we’re sure 
you’ll agree they all look great.

World Book 
Day 2020
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On March 13th Year 11 had an English 
Literature lecture from Professor Simon 
James from the English Department at 
Durham University, about ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
and Charles Dickens.

The pupils all listened to his lecture about the 

novella and then completed a question and 
answer session about it. This should help 
their revision for their exams.

The students all enjoyed the lecture, and 
found it interesting and informative.

Year 11 
Lecture from 
Professor 
Simon James 
of Durham 
University



We recently received the following letter of 
thanks from Lynette Heron, Chair Person of 
the Spion Kop/Schitsdrift Trust in South Africa. 
We’re sure you’ll find it as heart-warming as 
we do. 

We would also like to extend our heartfelt 
thanks to the community for your continued 
support.  

Dear Wellfield Community

“Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.” – 
Nelson Mandela

We had an excellent start to 2020 and just 
when we thought it was going to be year of 
greatness, especially after your wonderful visit 
in February, by the end of March we landed 
up with an incredible worldwide challenge.

We believe that in times of great challenge, 
we need to rise up. A wave of vulnerability 
has enveloped us in this rural area of 
KwaZulu Natal, South Africa. But through the 
uncertainty, we needed to take note of what 
we could do. As this pandemic unfolded, we 
needed to help the most compromised in our 
communities. This pandemic has allowed us 
to be aware of not only our strengths, but also 
the strengths of those with whom we work 
with to ensure that we are doing and giving 
our best to our learners and the school.
Looking back, 2020 could have been a 
disastrous year due to Covid-19. Without the 

fantastic ongoing support of the learners, 
parents and educators of you Mrs Swinburn, 
and Wellfield School, life would be even more 
difficult for these children and their families. 
Your generosity leaves one speechless!

You have had such a huge impact on the 
children at Schitsdrift in so many ways. Your 
team were so motivated and well prepared! 
They do not just teach how to count and write, 
they teach how to think, how to communicate, 

how to express feelings, and how to treat 
others. Sharing the skills needed to go 
beyond what you think you can achieve. To 
have courage, to have integrity.

From our perspective, this experience helps 
the team to realise that we are all part of a 
bigger tapestry, and together, we form part of 
the amazing school. By knowing what each of 
us are good at, we have the necessary tools 
to do what we love and what we are 
passionate about more effectively. All of this 
creates a frisson of excitement, and passion 
each and every day, a vivid, immediate sense 
of being alive that I have found nowhere else 
but in Africa!   The children are learning how 
to be people. Learning to listen and 
understand each other, to express their
 feelings, how to treat other people, and how 
to be a person. 

The Spionkop Schitsdrift Nutrition Fund with 
your tremendous support for our 275 learners 
during this horrific period of the COVID -19 
pandemic, has been able to distribute 527 
food parcels!   
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Thank you from 
South Africa

It is no secret that our learners, people at 
large, from the rural areas are experiencing 
difficulties in terms of being financially stable 
due to loss of jobs etc. Most of the learners 
depend on the Schools’ Nutritional Pro-
gramme as their source of food, and the little 
that they get, they share with their friends and 
families. 

With that being said we have to applaud and 
thank you for your donations and support, we 
have seen from the responses from learners 
and parents that they are eternally grateful 
and appreciative; a little really does go a long 
way!

There is an African proverb that say it takes 
a village to raise a child, through your con-
tinuous support you have proven this to be 
true, far and beyond. We believe that the 
only way to make a real contribution to our 
community is through education, and The 
Spion Kop-Schitsdrift family has long been 
involved in providing aid to schools. Together 
with donations and assistance from generous 
people like you, we hope continue to give the 
local children a sound foundation for future 
learning. 

Your support is further extended and is 
enabling us to purchase educational 
equipment; interactive white boards, a new 
laptop, electricity, Wi-Fi, chairs and desks. We 
have started a vegetable garden and each 
grade is responsible for various vegetables, 
thereby having fresh vegetables in the daily 
meal. We have provided and erected a Water 
Tank to assist with the water supply. Your 
support has also helped with on-going 
maintenance of school facilities.

We continue to work towards our goal of long 
term sustainability. We have learnt that there 
is no end-point, but rather the amassing of 
like-minded people, communities that drive 
towards creating whirls of positive change, as 
we continue to make a difference.

So from us, the Schitsdrift Family, to you our 
generous donors, we thank you, and are 
blessed to have you as part of our community 
that show the spirit of Umuntu, Ngamuntu, 
Ngabantu, roughly translated: “A person only 
becomes a human through other people”.

Lynette Heron
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PE Virtual 
Cross-Country
The whole of Year 7 and Year 8 participated 
in the County Durham School Games Virtual 
Cross-Country Competition. All students 
showed great determination and resilience to 
complete the course in the quickest time 
possible. The winners for each year group 
were:

Year 7 Girls
1st - Poppie Cooper 
2nd - Tia Sadler 
3rd - Kaitlyn Spencer 

Year 7 Boys
1st - Szymon Olechowicz 
2nd - Kane Hegarty 
3rd - Riley Robinson

Year 8 Girls
1st - Poppy Todd 
2nd - Katey Wharton
3rd - Sophie Walker 

Year 8 Boys
1st - Finlay Holcroft 
2nd - Luke Wilson 
3rd - James Dawson 

Foodbank Collection 
2020
Despite the obvious challenges due to 
Covid-19, this year’s annual Christmas 
foodbank collection has still taken place.

This year’s appeal will not only include food, 
but we will be supporting the charity, The 
Hygiene Bank. This charity collects toiletries 
and sanitary products, which millions of 
families in the UK cannot afford.

For some families it comes down to a simple 
but distressing choice. Food, or toiletries?
We at Wellfield find this heart-breaking, and 
we know that our community can ‘Go The 
Extra Mile’ in helping some families avoid 
making this horrendous choice.

In true Wellfield style, students, staff, and 
parents have rallied to the call.
This year has seen the largest collection of 
donations ever!

For more information on The Hygiene Bank, 
visit www.thehygienebank.com

For more information on The Foodbank, visit 
www.durham.foodbank.org.uk
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Wellfield Take Part in
The ‘Big Sing’
Holy Trinity Church in Wingate have 
organised a ‘Big Sing’ to the Christmas 
Classic, O Come All Ye Faithful, as they are 
unfortunately unable to have their normal 

community carol concert due to Covid-19. 
Pupils in school were videoed singing the 
carol so that the Church could create a video 
montage. Look out for the video on Facebook.

The English
Enthusiasts
This half term has seen the start of the 
English Department’s club which seeks to 
support the imaginative skills and ideas of our 
Year 7 students. The club has been attended 
well and enjoyed by students of all abilities, 
each holding their own interests. Topics we 
have written about have included, but not 
limited to: Fairy tales, Comic Strips, Gothic 
novels, Autumnal imagery and cartoon 
storyboards. 

Students have shown immense creativity 
(whilst enjoying some sweets!) by illustrating 
their own work also. Some have formed ‘hubs’ 
and are collectively writing their own novels/
stories together with each person assigned 
a specific role. The club teaches children to 
explore their own interests in English without 
the constraints of time or resources that can be 
found in lessons.
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