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USingle Language Unit 
Spring and Summer Terms  

 

The unit is designed to initiate, secure and deepen students’ understanding of essential grammar, structures and skills that they will need to be successful at the new GCSE with its increased demands 
for the ability to understand, apply and manipulate grammar in the productive skills of speaking and writing, including translation into the target language.   Learning will be in a functional context as 
far as possible, bearing in mind the expectation that students will quickly grasp and be able to apply essential grammatical rules. The main intention is to prepare students for the GCSE specification 
and build confidence by creating and cementing new language as well as reinforcing prior learning with a distinct focus on grammar, rather than topic function. Homework opportunities are at the 
discretion of the teacher and in response to needs of students in the class.  The majority of homework tasks will relate to learning, forming or applying grammar rules and vocabulary which will be 
tested for accuracy. The learning throughout the module is grammar rather than function or topic specific. There is no one core resource and resources will be selected for their appropriateness and 
based on the developing confidence or needs of the students in the teaching group. An emphasis is on the use of the full verb paradigm for the most able learners and less for the least able, whilst 
retaining an ability to function linguistically across different contexts. 
 
Skills will be developed throughout the unit so that students become familiar with the increased demands and precise task requirements and success criteria of the GCSE speaking and writing 
examinations. Therefore, focus tasks and starters will predominantly be based around the skills required for different aspects of the speaking examination and may be, over a 4 lesson sequence 

1. Photo description 
2. Photo extension 
3. Role Play 
4. Grammar or vocab 

 
The remaining 3 paper skills of listening, reading and writing could and should be specifically focused on in a rolling programme once every 4 lessons. 
 
Tenses work will be based around a core group of verbs that enable productive responses across contexts.  These are not exclusive, however, and a full range of verbs needs to be included to enable 
students to respond to written and spoken texts in listening and reading as well as translation from the target language into English.  The core group of verbs is: 

 
Regular in present tense Slightly irregular in present tense and separable Irregular in present tense Reflexive verbs 

beginnen                          
stehen 
beschreiben                     
studieren 
besichtigen                      
suchen 
besuchen                         
trinken 
bleiben                             
wohnen 
brauchen 
denken 
enden 
fragen 
gehen 
hassen 
hören 
kaufen 
kochen 
kommen 

lachen 
lernen 
lieben 
liegen 
machen 
malen 
sagen 
schreiben 
schwimmen 
singen 
sitzen 

arbeiten 
antworten 
finden 
heißen 
reiten 
tanzen 
 
U-eln verbsU: 
angeln 
basteln 
kegeln 
sammeln 
segeln 
 
 

Useparable verbsU: 
abfahren 
abtrocknen 
abwaschen 
ankommen 
aufmachen 
aufräumen 
auskommen 
einkaufen 
fernsehen 
radfahren 
zumachen 
 

essen 
fahren 
geben 
haben 
helfen 
laufen 
lesen 
nehmen 
schlafen 
sehen 
sein 
sprechen 
tragen 
treffen 
tun 
vergessen 
werden 
wissen 
 
Impersonal verb: gefallen 

sich anziehen 
sich ausziehen 
sich baden 
sich duschen 
sich freuen auf 
sich interessieren für 
sich rasieren 
sich treffen 
sich verstehen mit 
sich waschen 
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Unit Lessons Focus Intended Outcomes Grammatical Understanding 
Students should be taught how to: 

Pronunciation/Spelling 
Students should be taught: 

Key Structural Language 
Students should be taught the 
meaning of and  how to use: 

1 1-19 Present Tense 
 
 

1. To be able to use present tense 
regular and irregular verbs 
confidently across the 
paradigm including: 

 Negatives: kein 

 Question forms 

 Adverbs of frequency 

 Connectives: weil 

 Commands 

 Verb + infinitive 

 Adjectives with agreement 

 Possessives 
 
2. To be able to speak or write 

confidently and with accuracy 
about self and others. 
 

3. To be able to use extended 
sentences, and connectives 
with correct word order 

 
 

Use nominative and accusative with 
definite and indefinite articles 
Use dative case following 
prepositions 
Use adjectival agreements in 
nominative and accusative cases 
with definite and indefinite articles 
 
use the present tense (1, 2, 3 person 
sing and pl) of: 
haben, sein 
regular  verbs 
use du, Sie and ihr correctly 
 
give commands: 
classroom verbs 
formation for regular  verbs 
 
use nicht, statement and command 
 
ask a question by: 
raising voice at end 
placing question mark 
using inversion 
 
use a verb followed by infinitive 
(gehen + schwimmen, einkaufen) 
 
form  plurals: 
 (-e/-en/-s-er/-/umlauts) 
form  feminine nouns (-in) 
 
make comparisons using –er als 
make and use ordinals 
 
use the present tense and command 
form of: 

 range of irregulars 

 several reflexive verbs – 
including use of the reflexive 
pronoun 

ch/chs 
sch 
w/v/f 
ie/ei 
ä/ö/ü 
zw 
 sounding the last letter (-e) 
au 
schw 
pf 
st/sp 
 
 
 
equivalent endings such as: 
y  >  ie (Biologie) 
ic > ik (Musik) 
ive > iv (kreativ) 
 
hard g(intelligent) 
 
th – t (Mathe) 
 
 
 
 
 

es gibt 
das ist  hier ist 
the alphabet 
numbers 1 - 100 
ich möchte ; ich darf 
 
a good range of regular  verbs (15 - 
30)  
 
 
nicht wahr ? 
 
wo, wann, wie, wer, wieviel(e0, 
was, magst du? 
 
adverbs of place hier, da, dort.) 
quantifiers + adjectives/adverb 
(ganz/relativ/ziemlich, sehr, zu,  
nicht so,ein bißchen) 
etwa 
Prepositions with dative :auf, unter 
,in, vor, hinter, bei, zwischen, neben, 
gegenüber, mit 
 
es istlum + time 
date, days, months 
connectives : und, aber, sondern, 
auch, denn  
weil, wo, wenn, relative pronoun 
(nominative case) 
 
 
 
 
 
time adverbs: 

 frequency (jeden Tag) 

 points in time (heute abend, 
morgen, am Samstag) 

 sequencing (zuerst, dann, 
endlich) 

Suggested sequence: Bold italics 
indicate initial coverage in the 
introduction module so re-visit 
for depth and extension. 
 
1. sein with nominative case 
2. haben with accusative case 
3. adjectives in nominative 

case 
4. adjectives in accusative 

case 
5. regular verbs 
6. opinions with gern phrases 
7. extended opinion phrases 
8. irregulars – fahren/tragen 
9. irregulars –  separable 

verbs, lesen/sehen/werden 
10. reflexive verbs 
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use seit with present tense 
 
use in the present tense: 
nicht/nichts/nie/weder noc/kein 
 
use es ist/es + verb  + weather in 
present tense 

 immer, bald, noch 

 place adverbs 
hier/dort/in .... 
 
 
es gibt + kein 
 
warum? 
 
 ich auch 
 
weather 
 
 

2 20-22 Simple future 1. To be able to use the simple 
future to discuss what we are 
going  and not going to do in 
relation to hobbies and 
activities and dependent on 
the weather 

form and use the simple future with 
future time phrases, using the 
connective wenn 

  

23-24 DC Assessment 

 
Summer Term 

 
3 25-30 Future tense  1. To be able to use the future 

tense confidently across the 
paradigm, ensuring that the 
infinitive is at the end. 

 
2. To be able to speak or write 

confidently and with accuracy. 
 
 
3. To be able to use extended 

sentences, sequencing, 
connectives and correct word 
order. 

use in statements: 

 Ihn/sie/es/sie 
 
form and use the future tenses 
 
use niemand, nichts, nie in present 
tense, future and commands 
 
how to use relative pronouns in 
accusative case 

 Adverbs of time signalling future 
tense: 
nächsten/nächste/nächstes 
 ins + time in … days 
morgen/übermorgen 
 
dependent clauses such as weather 
in future tense 

4 31-33 Modal verbs 1. To be able to use modal verbs 
in the present tense applying 
the 2P

nd
P verb to the end rule to 

suggest must, can, want and 
know how to 

Know how to use irregular modal 
verbs sollen, wollen, müssen, 
dürfen, krfen, können, mögen 

 Use to extend information and link 
with an appropriate connective e.g. 
I have to help at home so I do/will 
do 
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5 34 Revision and 
assessment 
preparation 

2. To be able to identify and 
select the correct tense to use 
when prompted by questions 
or the use of time phrases. 

 
No new learning.  Assessment skills – especially preparation for writing   

Extension, depth and manipulation including translation practice. 

35-36 DC Assessment 

 

 

6 37-40 Confused tenses, 
reinforcement and 
skills. 

1. To be able to identify and 
select the correct tense to use 
when prompted by questions 
or the use of time phrases. 
 

2. To be able to use all grammar 
functionally and especially in 
Speaking/Writing 

 

 
 

Use of QR tasks, Lies Mich Reading and examination past papers  
 
Extension, depth and manipulation including translation practice. 
 
Preparation of Speaking assessment including role play and conversation 

41ff Speaking assessment. 
Exam week 

Corrections and progress review 

 

 
 


