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Single Language Unit 
 
The unit is designed to initiate, secure and deepen students’ understanding of essential grammar, structures and skills that they will need to be successful at the new GCSE with its increased demands 
for the ability to understand, apply and manipulate grammar in the productive skills of speaking and writing, including translation into the target language.   Learning will be in a functional context as 
far as possible, bearing in mind the expectation that students will quickly grasp and be able to apply essential grammatical rules. The main intention is to prepare students for the GCSE specification 
and build confidence by creating and cementing new language as well as reinforcing prior learning with a distinct focus on grammar, rather than topic function. Homework opportunities are at the 
discretion of the teacher and in response to needs of students in the class.  The majority of homework tasks will relate to learning, forming or applying grammar rules and vocabulary which will be 
tested for accuracy. The learning throughout the module is grammar rather than function or topic specific. There is no one core resource and resources will be selected for their appropriateness and 
based on the developing confidence or needs of the students in the teaching group. An emphasis is on the use of the full verb paradigm for the most able learners and less for the least able, whilst 
retaining an ability to function linguistically across different contexts. 
 
Skills will be developed throughout the unit so that students become familiar with the increased demands and precise task requirements and success criteria of the GCSE speaking and writing 
examinations. Therefore, focus tasks and starters will predominantly be based around the skills required for different aspects of the speaking examination and might be, over a 4 lesson sequence 

1. Photo description 
2. Photo extension 
3. Role Play 
4. Grammar or vocab 

 
The remaining 3 paper skills of listening, reading and writing will be specifically focused on in a rolling programme once every 4 lessons. 
 
Tenses work will be based around a core group of verbs that enable productive responses across contexts.  These are not exclusive, however, and a full range of verbs needs to be included to enable 
students to respond to written and spoken texts in listening and reading as well as translation from and into the target language.  The core group of verbs is: 
 

er ir re irregular other 
jouer 

habiter 
regarder 

porter 
travailler 
dessiner 

aimer 
adorer 

détester 
regarder 
écouter 
monter 
rester 
laver 

promener 
acheter 
penser 
cuisiner 
arriver 

finir 
choisir 

finir 
choisir 
remplir 
grandir 
maigrir 
grossir 
mincir 

 
 

attendre 
rendre 

descendre 
 
 
 

avoir 
être 
aller 
faire 
lire 
voir 

boire 
partir 
sortir 

 
Modals (pres tense only) 
devoir 
pouvoir 
vouloir  
savoir 

 
 

-ger verbs 
nager 

voyager 
manger 

loger 
 

-yer verbs 
nettoyer 
 

 

reflexives 
s’amuser 
s’appeler 
se lever 
se laver 

se réveiller 
se coucher 
se doucher 
se brosser 
se peigner 
se baigner 

se promener 
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Unit Lessons 
c.25 

Focus Intended Outcomes Grammatical Understanding 
Students should be taught how to: 

Pronunciation/Spelling 
Students should be taught: 

Key Structural Language 
Students should be taught the 
meaning of and  how to use: 

1 1-19 Present Tense 
 
 

1. To be able to use present tense 
regular and irregular verbs 
confidently across the paradigm 
including: 
• Negatives 
• Question forms 
• Adverbs of frequency 
• Connectives: parce que 
• Commands 
• Verb + infinitive 
• Adjectives with agreement 

 
2. To be able to speak or write 

confidently and with accuracy 
about self and others. 
 

3. To be able to use extended 
sentences, and connectives 

 
 

use le, la, l’, les; un, une 
use ‘s’ to form plurals 
follow de/à with definite article 
 
make adjectives agree: 
basic rules for regulars 
Irregulars (blanche…..) 
 
use the present tense (1, 2, 3 
person sing and pl) of: 
avoir;  être 
aller 
regular ‘er’ verbs 
use tu and vous correctly 
 
give commands: 
classroom verbs 
formation for ‘er’ verbs 
 
use ne … pas, statement and 
command 
 
ask a question by: 
raising voice at end 
placing question mark 
est-ce que 
ask questions using inversion 
 
use a verb followed by infinitive 
(j’aime aller/jouer) 
form basic irregular plurals: 
 (-al>aux; eu>eux) 
form basic feminines (eux>euse; 
eau>elle) 
where to position adjectives 
use du/ de la/de l’/des + nn 
use de with quantities (e.g. une 
bouteille de vin c.f. du vin) 
make comparisons using plus 
..que… 
make and use ordinals 

elision (l’) 
not sounding the last letter 
 
oi (noir) 
nasal vowels (bonjour, blanc, 
brun, parent..) 
 
ou u (vous, tu) 
I (il, six, dix) 
r (trois, frère) 
-er, -ez 
 
equal stress on all syllables 
 
gn, ng (Espagne, Allemagne, 
manger) 
 
silent ‘ent’ on verbs 
silent ‘h’ (habiter) 
 
qu.. (qui, que, quand) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
equivalent endings such as: 
y  >  ie (biologie) 
ic > ique (musique) 
ing > ant (intéressant) 
liaison (nous avons, quand il, 
neuf heures) 
s’il  but si elle 
examples of when last letter is 
sounded 

il y a 
voici  voilà 
the alphabet 
numbers 1 - 100 
 
je voudrais;  je peux 
 
a good range of ‘er’ verbs (15 - 
30)  
 
 
d’accord? 
n’est-ce pas? 
 
où, quand, comment, qui, 
combien, qu’est-ce que (c’est/tu 
aimes)? 
 
adverbs of place (ici, là,..) 
quantifiers + 
adjectives/adverb/de (assez, 
très, trop, beaucoup, pas 
beaucoup, peu, un peu) 
environ 
sur, sous, dans, devant, derrière, 
sous, à avec, pour, 
il est/à + time 
date,days months 
et, mais, ou 
time adverbs: 
• frequency (tous les jours) 
• points in time (hier soir, 

demain, aujourd’hui) 
• sequencing (d’abord, puis, 

enfin) 
• toujours, bientôt, encore 
place adverbs 
y, là (-bas); ici 
 
si + present tense 

Suggested sequence: Bold italics 
indicate initial coverage in the 
introduction module so re-visit for 
depth and extension. 
 
1. avoir with age and adjectives 
2. être with adjectives 
3. position and agreement of 

adjectives 
 
4. er and ger 
5. opinion verbs (+ inf) 
6. irregular – faire 
7. irregular  - aller 
8. reflexives 
9. re 
10. ir 
11. irregulars 
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use the present tense and 
command form of: 
• ir and re verbs 
• range of irregulars 
• several reflexive verbs – 

including use of the reflexive 
pronoun 

 
use depuis with present tense 
 
use in the present tense: 
ne … pas/rien/jamais 
 
use il fait / il y a + weather in 
present tense 

 
th (thé) 
 
 
 
 
 

ça dépend 
common ‘re’ and ‘ir’ verbs 
 
il  n’y a pas/rien/jamais 
 
pourquoi? 
 
further prepositions (en face de, 
avant, près de, entre, chez) 
 
(moi) aussi 
 
conjunctions:  quand, parce que, 
si, comme 
 
weather 
adverbs: bien, mal 
 

2 20-22 Simple future 1. To be able to use the simple 
future to discuss what we are 
going  and not going to do in 
relation to hobbies and activities 
and dependent on the weather 

form and use the simple future 
(aller + infinitive) 
 
 

  

23-24 DC Assessment 
 

Summer Term 
 

3 25-30 Future tense  1. To be able to use the future tense 
of a range of verbs confidently 
across the paradigm, ensuring that 
the infinitive is at the end. 

 
2. To be able to speak or write 

confidently and with accuracy. 
 
3. To be able to use extended 

sentences, sequencing, 
connectives and correct word 
order. 

use in statements: 
• le, la, les 
• y, en 
 
form and use the future tense of 
regular and irregular verbs 
 
use ne … plus/personne (with pas, 
rien, jamais) in present tense, 
future and commands 
 
how to form an adverb from an 
adjective (fem + ment) 
how to use qui/que/qu’ 

 Adverbs of time signalling future 
tense: 
Prochain/ prochaine 
dans + time in … days 
demain 
 
dependent clauses such as 
weather in future tense 
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4 31-33 Modal verbs  1. To be able to use modal verbs in 
the present tense applying the 2nd 
verb infinitive rule to suggest 
must, can, want and know how to 

Know how to use irregular modal 
verbs devoir, pouvoir, vouloir, 
savoir 

 Use to extend information and 
link with an appropriate 
connective e.g. I have to help at 
home so I do/will do 

5 34 Revision and 
assessment 
preparation 

1. To be able to identify and select 
the correct tense to use when 
prompted by questions or the use 
of time phrases. 

 
No new learning.  Assessment skills – especially preparation for writing   

Extension, depth and manipulation including translation practice. 

35-36 DC Assessment - Speaking 
6 37-40 Confused tenses, 

reinforcement and 
skills. 

1. To be able to identify and select 
the correct tense to use when 
prompted by questions or the use 
of time phrases. 
 

2. To be able to use all grammar 
functionally and especially in 
Speaking/Writing 

 

 
 

Use of QR tasks, Carte Blanche Reading and examination past papers  
 
Extension, depth and manipulation including translation practice. 
 
Preparation of Speaking assessment including role play and conversation 

41ff Exam week 
Corrections and progress review 

 
 


